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Thank You from Secretary Tennant 

 
 A special “Thank You” goes out to election officials, voters, power company 
crews, emergency responders, and the National Guard for making the 2012 General 
Election a success! 
 In the 910 days between the 2010 Primary and the 2012 General, there were 
many unforeseen challenges. But it’s hard to imagine anyone contemplating what would 
have to be done in the aftermath of a superstorm hurricane. 
 It was a team effort from many different agencies that made the election 
successful, and that helped us all fulfill our obligation to the citizens of West Virginia. 

 
Sending Certifications of Election Results To Sec. of State 

 
 As counties wrap up the canvass, wait the required 48 hours for any recount 
requests, and certify the results, please remember that copies of the certification must 
be sent to the Secretary of State's Office.  By W.Va. State Code §3-6-11, these must be 
sent within 30 days of the election (Dec. 6) except in the case of a recount. 

However, W.Va. Constitution §4-7 sets the term of the legislature as beginning 
on December 1.  If the Secretary of State's Office has not received your counties 
certified results before December 1, we will be unable to include House of Delegates 
candidates from your county on our report to the Legislature.  Exclusion from the report 
could delay your Delegate's ability to take office at the beginning of the term. 

Please make sure to certify and send the final election results as soon as you are 
legally permitted to do so. 
 

Libertarian Party Gains Ballot Access 
 

 The Libertarian Party has gained ballot access for 2014 and 2016, based on 
David Moran’s performance in the gubernatorial race. 



Before the canvassing of the results, Moran had garnered about 1.3 percent of 
the vote. To gain ballot access in West Virginia, a party’s candidate must receive one 
percent of the total ballots cast in the race for governor.  

Ballot access means for any election other than municipal elections a Libertarian 
candidate will not have to collect signatures in order to be placed on the general 
election ballot. The Libertarian Party will be able to choose their candidates either in a 
primary election or by party convention.  

Becoming an official political party also means a person cannot run as a primary 
candidate if they were registered as a member of one of the other official political parties 
within 60 days of filing to run. People registered with no party affiliation, independent, or 
any other registration other than the official four parties are not subject to that law. 

More than 8,000 people voted for Moran even though there were just 1,448 
people in West Virginia registered with the Libertarian Party. Canvassing of the general 
election will begin November 13. 

In order to maintain ballot access, the Libertarian Party will have to get at least 1 
percent of the total ballots cast in the 2016 governor’s race. 

The Libertarian Party joins the Democrat Party, the Republican Party, and the 
Mountain Party as an official political party in West Virginia. 

  
Important Dates Coming Up 

 
- November 13 (Before canvass convenes): Absentee Ballots Postmarked by 

Election Day Accepted (No later than the hour at which the board of canvassers 
convenes to begin the canvass.)  

o Absentee ballot by mail accepted if ballot bears a postmark of the US 
Postal Service dated no later than election day and the ballot is received 
by the county clerk, within the required time. (§ 3-3-5) 

- November 13: Canvass Returns (On the fifth day, Sundays excepted, after 
general election)  

o The county commission, as board of canvassers, meets to canvass 
general election returns from day to day adjourning no longer than is 
absolutely necessary until the canvass is complete; publicly declaring the 
election results by entering an order certifying the election results only 
after a forty-eight hour period (Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays 
excepted) within which any candidate may demand recount; thereafter 
issuing certificates of results. The canvas is open to the public. However, 
only those authorized may handle election materials. (§ 3-6-9, 3-6-10) 

- Deadline depends on date canvass is completed and results are declared:  
o Recount request must be made within 48 hours of the declaration of 

results. If a candidate is on the ballot in more than one county, the 48 
hours begins after the final county’s board declares the results) A 
candidate voted for at the election may demand a recount. Note: If a 
recount has been demanded, the board shall have forty-eight hours in 
which to send notice to all candidates who filed for the office in which a 
recount has been demanded. Such recount shall be set for no sooner than 
three days after serving the notice. After the notice is served, candidates 



so served shall then have an additional twenty-four hours in which to 
demand a recount of precincts not requested to be recounted by 
candidate originally requesting recount. The recount is open to the public. 
However, only those authorized may handle election materials.(§ 3-6-9) 

- Deadline depends on date of election certification.  
o Contest General Election (Within ten days after the results of election are 

certified) Candidate may contest the general election before the county 
commission of the county in which any primary procedures, practices or 
results may be in issue. (§ 3-5-20, 3-7-1, 3-7-6) 

- November 19 - December 19: Post-General Reports Due (Thirteen days after 
each general and within twenty business days after the thirteenth day) 

o Candidates, agents, treasurers and persons making independent 
expenditures file with the Secretary of State or clerk of county commission 
a detailed itemized statement setting forth all financial transactions made 
subsequent to last report. All legislative candidates file campaign finance 
forms with Secretary of State’s Office regardless of district. (§ 3-8-5, 3-8-
5a, CSR 146-3-8) 

- December 6 (Deadline): Transmit Certificates of Election Results to Secretary of 
State (Within thirty days from the date of the election)  

o Board of canvassers transmits certificates of election results to Secretary 
of State for state senators and members of House of Delegates, along 
with copies of certificates for all other officers. Board of canvassers 
transmit original certificates of election results to U.S. House of 
Representatives and U.S. Senate: copies of those certificates to the 
Secretary of State. (§ 3-6-11) 

- January 7, 2013: Report Failure to File Financial Statement to Prosecuting 
Attorney (Sixty days after general election)  

o Secretary of State and clerk of county commission give notice of any 
failure of candidates, agents or treasurers to file required, detailed, 
itemized financial statements of transactions connected with general 
election to prosecuting attorney where delinquent resides. (§ 3-8-7(a)) 

- March 6, 2013: Complete Corrections of Voter Registration Records (Within one 
hundred twenty days following general)  

o Clerk of county commission shall, as evidenced by the presence or 
absence of signatures on the poll books [of the general election], correct 
any errors or omissions on the voter registration records resulting from the 
poll clerks erroneously checking or failing to check the registration 
records; or shall enter the voting records into the state uniform data 
system if the precinct books have been replaced with printed registration 
books. (§ 3-1-34, 3-2-18(d), 3-2-21) 

- March 30 - April 5, 2013: Annual Financial Statements On the last Saturday in 
March or within six days thereafter, (annually)  

o Candidates, agents, treasurers file with the Secretary of State or clerk of 
the county commission a detailed itemized statement setting forth all 
contributions received and expenditures exceeding five hundred dollars as 
of the date of this report, including all transactions subsequent to any 



previous statement filed. All legislative candidates file campaign finance 
forms with Secretary of State=s Office regardless of district. (§ 3-8-5; CSR 
146-3-8) 

 
Have an idea? 

  
            Is there something that you want to see addressed in the Election Connection? 
The goal of this newsletter is to keep everyone up to date about challenges facing 
election officials in West Virginia and to inform everyone about best practices that are 
being put into place. If you have an idea for a topic, have a question, or if you think 
there is a subject that election officials around the state would be interested in, please 
do not hesitate to contact the Secretary of State’s Office. You can contact the Elections 
Division by email at elections@wvsos.com or (304) 558-6000 or Jake Glance directly at 
jglance@wvsos.com. Your input is appreciated. 
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